5?^ 


It 


Trqyksand Qrefsida. 


And thou moft rcuerend for thy ftrctcht-out life, 
I g'rtic to both your fpeeches : which were fuch^ 
As Agamemnon and the hand of Greece 
Should hold vp high in Brafle: and fuch againc 
"As venerable A^^^r (hatch'dinSiluer) 
Should with a bond of ayre,ftrong a« the Axlecrcc 
In which the Heaucns ride, knit ai! Grcekes cares 
To his experienced tongue : ycc let ic pleafe both 
(T hou Grcat,and Wife) t^ hcare P^lyjfes fpeakc. 

Aga, Spclk PrifTce of Ithaca AVid bc't of Icffc expect : 
That matter necdlcfle of importlcflc burthen 
Diuide thy lips ; then we arc confident 
When ranke Thsrfites opes hi5» Maftickc iawes. 
We (hall heare Muficke, Wit,and Oraclci 

Vlyf. Troy yet vpon his bafis had bene downe, 
And the great Hellors (word had lacked a Matter 
But for thefe inftsnces. 
The fpecialty ofRulc hath be^enc ncglciSled ; 
And looke how many Grecian Tents do ftand 
Hollow vpon this PJainc, fo many hollow Faftions. 
When that the Generall is not like :he Hiue, 
To whom theForragersfhali all repairc, 
What Hony is cxpedled? Degree being vizarded, 
Th'vnworthicft (hewcs as fairely in the Maskc. 
The Heaucns tberafelucs, the Planets, and this Center, 
Obferuc degree, priority ,and place, 
Infiftutc, courfe, proportion, feafoajforme^ 
Office, and cuftome, in all line of Order : 
And therefore is the glorious Planet Sol 
In noble eminence, enthroned and fphear'd 
Amid'ft the othci, whofe med'cinable eye 
Corre(9:s the ill Afpefts of Planets euill, 
And poftes like the Command'men t of a King, 
Sans checke, to good and bad. But when the Planets 
In euill mixture to diforder wander. 
What Plagues, and what porcent8,wbat mutiny ? 
What raging of the Sea? /leaking of Earth ? 
Coromoaon in the Windes? Frighis,changes, horrors^ 
Diuert, and cracke, rend and deracinate 
The vnity, and married calme of States 
Quite from their fixure ? O, when Degree is lhak'd, 
(Which is the Ladder to all high defignes) 
Thctntcrprizcisficker How could Communities, 
Degrees in Schooles, and Brother-hoods in Cities, 
Peacefull Commerce from diuidable fliores, 
Thcprimogenltiuc, and due of Byrth, 
Prcrogaciue of Age^ Crownes, Scepters, Lawrclf, 
(But by Degree) ibnd m Authentique place? 
Take but Degree away, vn-tunc that firing, 
And hcarke what Dikord followes : each thing meetes 
In mcerc oppugnancie. The bounded W aters. 
Should lift their bofomcs higher then che Shores, 
And make a foppeofall chis folid Globe : 
Strength (liouid be Lord of imbecility, 
And the rude Sonne fhould ftrike his Father dead : 
Force fbould be riglu, or rather^ right and wrong, 
(Bctwcene whofc cndleffe iarre, JuBicerecides) 
Should !oofehcrn3mcs,and fo flboulcUufticc too. 
Then cuery thing inchides it felfe in Power, 
Power into Will, Will into Appetite, 
And Appctite(3n vninerfall W olfe. 
So doubly fcconded with Will, and Powcr^ 
Murt make perforce an vniuerfall prey. 
And laft, eate vp himfelfc. 
Grc2Lt Agamemnon : 
This Chaos, when Degree is fufFocate* 


Followes the choaking : 
And this ncglcftion of Degree, is it 
That by a pace goes backward in a purpofc 
It hath to climbc. The GcneralPs difdain*d 
By him one ftep below ; he, by the next 
That next, by him beneath : fo eaery ftcp 
Exampled by the firft pace that is fickc 
Of bis SuperioHr, growes to an cnuious Feaucr 
Of pale, and bloodlcffe Emulation. 

And 'tis thi s Feauec that keepcs Troy ort foote 
Not her owne fincwes. To end a tale of length 
Troy in our weakncflc liues, not in her firenmu' 

m Moftwifelyhathr/,/«heeredifc£;.a 
The Feaucr. whereof all our power is ficke ' - 

rijf The great AchiSes.vfhom Opinion cro«;n 
The fmew, and the fore-hand of our Hofle 
Hauuig his eare full ofhisayery Fame * 

Growes dainty of his worth, and in h^Tcnt 
Lyes mockmg our defignes. With him, 
Vpon 3 lazie Bed, the liue-long day ^ 
Brcakes fcurrill lefts, 
And with ridiculous and aukward aftion 
(Which Slanderer, he imitation calls) 
He Pageants vs. Sometime great Ag4mmno» 
Thy toplcflfe dcpurarlon he puts on ; ' 
And like a ftrutting Player, whofe conceit 
Lies in his Ham-ftring, and doth thinke it rich 
To heare the woodden Dialogue and found 
Twixt his ftretcht footing, and the StafFolaPc 
Such tobcpittied, and orc-reftedieeming * 
He ails thy Greatneffe in : and when hcfpeakcj 
Tis like a Chime a mending. With tcarmcsvnWa 
W hich from the tongue of roaring Tnhon dropt ' 
Would Iccmes Hyperboles. At this fufiy fluffc ' 
The large AchiUef {on his preft.bed lolling) ' 
From hi^ deepe Cheft, laughes out a lowd apphufe 
, Cries ci^ctWtni.Ws Agamemnon iuft. ' 
j No ^ play me Nefior ; hum, and ftroke thy Beard 
I As he, being dreft to fome Oration: 
That's done, as neerjc as the extrearaeft ends 
Of paraicls ; as like, as Ftilcan and his wife. 
Yet god Achilles ftil! cries excellent, 
Tis Keftor right. Now play bim (me) PMrQcltu, 
Arming to anfwer in a night-Alarme, 
And then (forfooth) the fainHcfefts of Age 
Muft be the Scene ofnaynh, toiough, and fpic, 
/(nd with a palfie fumbling on HisGorget, 
Shake in and out the Riuct : and at this fport 
Sir Valour dies i cries, O enough P^frtfc//«/,i 
Or, giuc me ribs of Steele, I (hall fplit all 
In plcafure of my Spleenc. And ih'this faihion, 
All our abilities, gifts, natures, Hiapes, 
Seuerals and generals of grace exad, 
Atchieuments, plots, orders, preuentions. 
Excitements to the field, or fpeech for tru^e, 
Succefle or lofTe, what is,or is notj ferues 
As ftuffe for thefe two, to make paradoxes! ' 

Nefl-. And in the ir^iitation of thefe twaine, 
Who (as Vlyjfes fayes) Opinion crownes 
With an Iroperiall voyce, many arc infe<^ : 
Aiax is growne felfe-will'd, and beares his bead 
In fu<:h a reyne. in full a$ proud aplacc 
As bf oad AchtHes^^nA keepes Tent like him \ 
Makes fadious Fcafl$;railes on our ffate of Warrc 
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30^^ 1ho4 Gall coine. Oandc^s like aMmr, 

^"Svsmcomparilbr^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
M anil dlktt^i pvr<;cpofure, 

K^;/;'^t,ey uxe our policy, and call 
. !/\ViledonKa£nomember ofthcm^ 
?T(\A\ P.ref^»cnce, and eSecme no 

J t ot hand : The ftiLl and mcntall par:s. 
It : do cti n.c ho . ^.ny hands fnall fln ke^ 

Kr obieruatK toy le, tiK En(.mies wargh^ 

c I at the Ramme that batiers dovA/ne the wall, 
c rhe ercac fwing aod ludencffcof his ppize, 
?evplacebcfoiehishandthrui.adctheEn^ 
Or thole that with the fiacnelTe of their foule., 
gvReafonnuidchU execution, 
V/. be gi anted, and Achilles horfc 

Makes many r/^^/^l'onncs. , , 

J.a, What Trumpet? Looke Alff^eUns. 

Men. From Troy. Enter ^^nca^. 

JiTa. What wouhl you 'rore our 1 cot ? 

^fie. luhis great Jg^n^mnons J aUyl prayyout* 

Aira* Eucn this, . 

J:r;e May one that is a Herald, and a Pnnce, 
Doa taire mcfuge ro his Kingly earcs r 

Ma Widifurctyarongetthen^^^W/^fjarme, 
fore all the Greckifh heads, which with one voycci 
rail Jiamemrmj H(^ad and Generall. 

Faire Ic.ue, and large fecurity. How may 
A ftranger to thofc moft imperial lookes. 
Know them from eyes of other Mortals ? 

^frf. How? 

^^e. I : I askc.thati might waken rcucrence. 
And on the cheekebe ready with a b!a£h 
Modeft OS morning, when fhc coldly eyes 
TV youthfull Phoebus s 
Which is that God in office guiding men? 
Which is the high and mighty Agamemnon ? .. 

Jga, ThisTroyan fcornes vs,or the men of Troy 
Arc ceremonious Counici'S. 

Courtiers as free, asdcbonnaire ; vnarm^d. 
As bending AngeU ; that's their Fame, in peace : 
But when they would fecme Souldiers, they baue gallcs. 
Good armcs, Brong ioynts,true fwords,5c lofies ^ccoxd, 
Nothing fo full of heart. But peace e/£«f/M,; 
Pace 1 loyan, lay thy finger on thy lips. 
The worthineffe of praife diftaines his worth : 
If diat he praisM himfelfc, bring the praife forth. 
But what the repining enemy commends. 
That breath Fame blowes,that praife fole pure cranfceds. 

Jffa. Sir^von ofTroy^cali you your felfc t^w^^^^J ? 

iy£rje. lGrecke,th3tisnwname. 

Jg.i, What's your aff.wrol pray you i 

j£ne. Sirpardon^'tis for Agdmcn2nons z^xt^^ 

^^/z. lie heares nought pnuady 
That comes from Troy. 

^m. Nor I from Troy come not to \vhifper him, 
I bring a Trumpet to awake hiseare. 
To fee his fence on the attenciue bent. 
And then CO fpcake. 

Agct. Speakefrankely a^the wmde^ 
It is not AgamemnoKS flecping hoiire; 
That thou (halt know Troyan he is awake. 


Ti^chef 


He tels thee fo himfelfe/ 

Trumpet blow loud, 
Send thy Bra(fe voyce through all thefe laz-ie Tcnt^j 
And eucry Greeke of mettle, let him know, 
What Troy meanes fairely, (hall be fpoke alowd. 

The Trumpets fonndc 
We hauc great Agamemnon heerc in Jroy, 
A Prince calld fletior^ Vriam is his Father : 
Who in this dull and long-conrinew'd Truce 
Is rufty growne. He bad me take a Trumpet,' 
And to chis purpofe fpcake : Kings,Princes, Lordf^ 
Ifthcre be one among'ft the tayr'ii oj Greece, 
ThAt holds his Honor high'-r then his eafe, ^ 
That feckes his praife, more then he fcarcs his pcrill, 
I That knovves his Valour, and kno wes not his fcare^ 
That loues his Miftnsa^orc then in confeffioo, 
(With truaiu vowes to her owne lips he loues) 
And dare avow her Beaiuy.and her Worth, 
In other armes then ncx^ : to him this Cha lien ge* 
HeEioTy 111 view ol" Troyam, and of Gteekes, 
Shall make it good, or do his bePc to do it. 
He hath a Lady, wifer, fair(^r,truer5 
Then eucr Greeke did compaflc in his armes. 
And will to morrow with his Tryn^pct call, 
Midway bctwcene your Tcn:s,and walies of Troy* 
To rowze a Grecian that is true in loue, : 
Ifany come, Hetlor(\\z\ honour him : . 
Ifoone,hc^1 fay m Troy when he rctyres. 
The Grecian Dames are fun-burntjSnd not worth 
The fphnter of a Lance : Eucn fo much. 

Aga. This fiiall be told our Lou<?r« Loxd(u£»eM, 
If none of them hai^efoule in fiich a kinde. 
We left them all at home : But we are Soul^ilcrs^ 
And may that Souldicr a m(?ere recreant probr, 
That n^eanes not,hath not,or is not in louc : 
If then one is, or hath, or meaocs to be. 
That one meets HeUor', if none clfe,Ilebehe, 

Nefl, Tell him ol Nejior, one that was a man 
When Hcotors GranJhrc fuckt : he is old now. 
But if there be not in our Grecian mould. 
One Noble man, that hath one fparkioJ fire 
To anfwer for his Louc ; tcil him fi om mc, 
lie hide my Sducr beard jn a Gold Beauer, 
And in my Vantbrace put d"u$ withe* 'd braws^e. 
And meeting him, wii tell him, that my Lady 
Was fayrer then bis Grandamc, and as chafte 
As may be in the v;orld : hi? youth in flood, 
lie pawne this truth with my three drops of blood» 
t/£«f . Now hcauens forbid fuch fcarfitie of youths 
F/yf Amen. 

Aga. Faire Lord<i/£»<?<«tf, 
Let mc touch your hand : 
To our Pauillion fhal i leade you fir ft : 
Achtlles fhallhaue word of this intent, 
So fhsil each Lord of Greece from Ten t to Tent : 
Your felfe (hall Fcaft with vs before you goe^, 
And findc the welcome of a Noble Foe- txemt, 
^ . CMmei V'lyjl^s^andNefioTo 
Fiyf Nefior. 
Nefl. Whatlaycs/>^/y/r/? 
Vlyf. 1 haue a young conception in roy brain^i^ 
I Be you my time to bring it to iome fhape. 
Ned: Whatis'tr 
Vlyfjes, This 'tis 5 
Blunt wedges riuc hard knots : the fcedcd Prid^ 
That hath to this maturity blown^ vp 
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